
 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Friends of Green Hill Cemetery (FoGHC) first full year of activities were exceedingly productive! 

Two walking tours entitled άThe Plants and The Plantedέ were ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ ŀƴŘ IŀƭƭƻǿŜŜƴ 5ŀȅ, 

highlighting horticultural and historical aspects of Green Hill, enjoyed by our largest ever tour groups.  At the request 

of groups who cannot walk the cemetery, virtual tours of Green Hill were provided via PowerPoint presentations to 

the Greensboro Historical Museum Guild, Greensboro Kiwanis Club, and Well-Spring and Friends Home West 

Retirement Communities.    

Ten volunteer work sessions recruited over 

25 volunteers to clip vines, lop shrubs, 

remove sucker branches, plant trees and 

shrubs, and spread mulch.  Over 40 trees  

and shrubs were planted and mulched, with 

additional volunteers from Craft Insurance 

Company creating a botanical interest area 

along a central storm water drainage ditch.   
 

 

 

During Saturday work sessions, several  

small tombstones, a tipsy angel, a crooked 

cross, and a fallen stone bench, were 

stabilized.  A June 7, 2010 News & Record 

newspaper article publicized our activities.  

 

 

Mid-summer, over 150 regional high school students attending a Latter Day 

Saints Youth Retreat congregated at Green Hill to contribute to a national 

Tombstone Transcription Project.  Students documented the text and symbols 

visible on tombstones in five sections of Green Hill.  Results will be submitted to  

a nationwide Tombstone Transcription Project website which assists anyone 

seeking information unavailable through traditional cemetery office records   

such as family relationships, religion, affiliations, and cause of death. 

      Accomplishments in  2010 



 

 Lƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΣ DǊŜŜƴ IƛƭƭΩǎ charming stone entrance walls and pillars were 

repaired thanks to coordination and funding arranged by City of Greensboro 

Cemetery Superintendent Mike Moye.  Entrance walls are Mount Airy granite 

with grape vine mortar, likely constructed in ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ муллΩǎ ōȅ locally 

accomplished stonemason Leopold Schlosser.  Bronze plaques indicating Green 

Hill Cemetery  - Established 1887 were ordered for attachment to entrance walls 

in 2011.  FoGHC contributions matched City signage funds, facilitating purchase of 

these more expensive yet attractive, long-lasting bronze plaques.  

 

Throughout 2010 a new expansive public Gathering Area ǿŀǎ ŜƴǾƛǎƛƻƴŜŘΣ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ōȅ CƻDI/Ωǎ 5ƻǳƎ {ǇŜƴŎŜǊΣ 

ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǎƻƭƛŎƛǘŜŘ ōȅ CƻDI/Ωǎ 5ŀǾƛŘ /ǊŀŦǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ 9ŀƎƭŜ {Ŏƻǳǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ōȅ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ 

Valitutto with assistance of David Craft and advice from Cemetery Superintendent Mike Moye.   

 

 

 

 

 

This central plateau has long been a clay dirt dumping area, threatening ǘƘŜ Ǌƻƻǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ DǊŜŜƴ IƛƭƭΩǎ 

largest pin oak trees.  Today the area continues service for dirt dumping and tractor drive through, yet includes over 

40 plantings to screen the service area with evergreen magnolia and cedars plus provide multi-season interest with 

camellias and butterfly bushes.  Two sturdy picnic tables, secured on concrete pads, will encourage cemetery visitors 

gather here, pause, and reflect, in this lovely new focal point in Green Hill.  Future plans include constructing a short 

curved wall of signature Mount Airy granite and a welcoming sign.  Three sturdy metal benches were ordered for 

2011 installation and public use at three prime vistas across Green Hill. 

 

December 11, 2010 FoGHC collaborated with national Project Evergreen  to 

transform both Green Hill Cemetery entrances with fresh soil, plants (camellia, 

boxwoods, and turf) and pea gravel.  Also, a high-visibility area at the 

intersection of Battleground, Fisher, Spring, and Edgeworth streets was planted 

ǿƛǘƘ ŎǊŜǇŜ ƳȅǊǘƭŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ²ƻǊǘ ƎǊƻǳƴŘŎƻǾŜǊ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 

installation of a new city-funded Green Hill Cemetery sign.   

 

 

Project Evergreen local partners included local coordinator Michael Joyce, 

Nature's Select Premium Turf Services of Winston-Salem, local Syngenta 

agrichemical division volunteers, the City of Greensboro Parks & Recreation 

Department's Cemetery Division Superintendent Mike Moye and his 

dedicated staff, landscape design volunteer/architect Doug Spencer,  

plus many Friends of Green Hill Cemetery volunteers. 

 



 

FoGHC received numerous donations in 2010, large and small, through fundraising and awareness efforts.  The 

Gorrell Family Foundation made a significant donation that allows us to begin placing benches in Green Hill as well 

as two tables in our gathering area and various plantings.  Two prominent local families, the Richardsons and 

McAlisters, undertook significant renovations of their plots in 2011.  Each of these enhance initial perceptions upon 

entering Green Hill Cemetery.   

!ǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜƴŘΣ ǿŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ Mr. Bill Craft who passed away 

December 2010.  Mr. Craft enjoyed innumerable years of voluntary planting in 

Green Hill, and helped initiate tours, documenting stories of individuals buried 

here as well as plants thriving here.  

FoGHC volunteer Susan Lewis Neilson, daughter of a former Cemetery 

Superintendent Jack Lewis, began documenting her vivid memories  

of growing up in ǘƘŜ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ DŀǘŜ YŜŜǇŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀǘ тлн Battleground Avenue 

from 1952 until 1960.  As her notes take shape, they will be available on our 

FoGHC ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ {ǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ 

Throughout 2010, our FoGHC�[�• website was regularly updated, our Facebook page 

accumulated ƻǾŜǊ мпл άŦǊƛŜƴŘǎέ and numerous photos of our accomplishments, and  

e-mails regularly solicited funds and engaged participants in upcoming events. 

In conclusion, Friends of Green Hill Cemetery activities in 2010: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit www.FoGHC.org  

or contact info@FriendsOfGreenHillCemetery.org 

 provided significant new plantings to replace plants in decline with those 

offering horticultural interest 

 repaired several small monuments 

 enhanced entrance gates with fresh plants and signage  

 ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DǊŜŜƴ IƛƭƭΩǎ ǘƻƳōǎǘƻƴŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
national tombstone database project 

 created an attractive new Gathering Area providing space for respite and 

reflection 

 provided horticultural and historical on-site and virtual tours 

 --- all bringing to life the horticultural, historical, and educational      

opportunities Green Hill and other local cemeteries have to offer! 

 

Join us to tour,  

enhance, donate,  

or volunteer,  

with Friends of  

Green Hill Cemetery! 

 


